
 
CASE STUDY 

Participatory Learning Action with 13-19 Year Old Boys to Inform the Western 
Balkan Gender-Based Violence Prevention Initiative (CARE and ICRW) 

 
The Western Balkan Gender-Based Violence Prevention Initiative carried out a qualitative 
assessment over a nine day period to explore dimensions of masculinity and violence with 
adolescents in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina; Zabgreb, Croatia; Belgrade, Serbia; and 
Podgorica, Montenegro.   
 
The key questions they used to frame the assessment were: 

 What are the current social constructs, attitudes and experiences of young men, 
especially with regard to hegemonic masculinity?  

 How do social institutions such as media, school, religion, family and peers influence 
social constructs of masculinity? 

 What is the range of young men’s attitudes and behaviors toward women and their 
relationships with women? 

 How are social constructs of masculinity related to men’s violent use of power? 
 For men who don’t use violence, what are the influencing factors and consequences? 

 
The tools used to facilitate discussions included:  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
For a detailed account of how the participatory tools were used, results and impacts, 
see the full case study:  CARE and ICRW. 2007. Western Balkan Gender-Based 
Violence Prevention Initiative - Exploring Dimensions of Masculinity and Violence.   
 

http://www.carenwb.org/sasa/Exploring%20dimensions%20of%20masculinity%20and%20violence.pdf
http://www.carenwb.org/sasa/Exploring%20dimensions%20of%20masculinity%20and%20violence.pdf

